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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Although we collectively celebrate all the learning acquired this year, we will 
share an underlying sadness as we express our summer goodbyes, especially on 
the last day of school! Students have already conveyed their sadness in leaving 
school for the summer; this is, of course, amongst those who have shared their 
eagerness for a break from school.  

Needless to say, we will continue to foster educational excellence as we partici-
pate in our culminating events. Some of these include greater opportunities for 
learning extensions with PTO’s school-wide cultural arts programs and field 
trips for second and third graders, middle school administrators/guidance coun-
selors’ Question/Answer Visit with third graders, art show, choral/recorder per-
formances, summer reading challenge assembly, third grade’s and middle school 
tour PTO-sponsored ice cream social, middle school tour, our school-wide Flag 
Day/Volunteer Recognition, and Field Day events. Each day, our students have 
fun in their learning and we are fortunate to have skilled staff helping our stu-
dents achieve good citizenship and academic success.    

For those returning to school in the fall, we look forward to seeing you on Au-
gust 28th for our school-wide Meet and Greet visit from 2:30 – 3:30. We will 
welcome our incoming full-day kindergarten students and their families 
(pertinent Kindergarten information, and teacher assignments, will be sent home 
through the postal mail before the end of June).  

In the fall, we will hold two evening Open House events: 

♦ On Wednesday, September 9th, please join us for  our  DROP–IN OPEN 
HOUSE for Pre-K, Kindergarten, and First Grade students and their fami-
lies anytime between 5:30—6:30 PM. 

~  Classroom Teachers, Specials Teachers, and Grade Level Support Teachers 
will be in school to greet our students and their parents/guardians. 

 ~ Students will practice a special activity to bring parents/guardians through 
their classroom, the school, and to meet specific staff members as they engage in 
a scavenger hunt. 

~ After 6:30, parents/guardians may informally talk with the principal. 

♦ On Thursday, September 17th, we invite Second and Third Grade par -
ents/guardians to join us, without students, for  our  evening OPEN 
HOUSE from 6:00—6:45 PM. 

~ Classroom Teachers will discuss procedures, curriculum/homework expecta-
tions, and provide other pertinent information. We appreciate the attendance of 
all parents and guardians during this quiet meeting-time with teachers. 

~ After 6:45, parents/guardians may informally talk with the principal. 

 

 

June 19 ~ Last Day of School Aug. 28 ~ Meet & Greet 2:30 - 3:30 Aug. 31 ~ First Day of School  Sept. 7 ~ Labor Day No School  Sept. 9 ~ Open House Pre-K, K & 1 Sept. 15 ~ Picture Day Sept. 16 ~ Prof. Dvlpt. No School  Sept. 17 ~ Open House Gr 2 & 3 Oct. 9 ~ Early Dismissal/Prof. Dvlpt. Oct. 12 ~ Columbus Day No School 



 

 

 

 

Mr. Ventola and I facilitated Student Council meetings to continue a school tradition that includes first, sec-

ond, and third graders in a unique leadership opportunity; students are chosen by their peers and teachers to 

represent their class and third graders report updates to kindergarten classes. This supports our systematic ap-

proach to enhance school success through communication, model good citizenship, and develop student lead-

ership and responsibility.  Additionally, members of our Student Council assisted us in community service 

that extended their learning experiences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On June 1st, we were delighted by the “unveiling” of our community mural as students and staff were joined 

by parents and community members, including Mr. Mark Walter our Town Selectman. Mr. PJ Parkus 

worked with Mr. Walt Parkus and Mr. Steve Quinn to permanently install the mural on the back wall of the 

stage. We celebrated the artistic talent of our Art Specialist, Mrs. Lauren Cryan, as she designed this mural 

based on suggestions from our Student Council, PTO members, with the involvement of community mem-

bers and all students in painting the scene. Mrs. Cryan’s outstanding accomplishment depicts town landmarks 

such as the Goodspeed Opera House, Gillette Castle, the Swing Bridge, and our school. The mural was 

“unveiled” as the cafeteria’s stage curtains opened before eager students from all grade levels who “gasped” 

in excitement along with the adults! This mural represents collaborative efforts to create a long-lasting sym-

bol of unity and happiness through the children and adults within our 

community! As you will see, the stage mural looks absolutely amazing!   

On June 5th, all preschool, first, second, and third grade students attended 

our Summer Reading Challenge “Kick-off” assembly in the cafeteria 

with staff, parents, town librarians Karen Vanzetten and Maureen 

Heidtmann, Mrs. Nancy Richards (middle school Language Arts Consult-

ant), and all members of our Summer Reading Challenge Committee:  

Mrs. Celina Nelan, Mrs. Victoria Phillips, Mrs. Beth McLaughlin, Mrs. Laurie Tuohey, Mrs. Lisa Cahill, 

Mrs. Maryann Caron, Mrs. Loretta Fisher, Mrs. Susan Guernsey, Mrs. Lauren Cryan, Mrs. Carole Marvin 

and Mrs. Terry Mazzaferro.  In honor of Governor Malloy’s summer reading initiative, the committee de-

signed the assembly around the theme “Every Hero Has a Story”.  As planned, staff members wore “Every 

Hero Has a Story” t-shirts that day and Mrs. Tuohey opened the assembly with all 

participating in relaxation exercises. Amongst other fun activities, Mr. David 

Kraszewski and his son Matthew were recognized as Mrs. Sarah Kraszewski honored 

her son and husband with a tribute to their quick action and kindness in saving the 

life of a woman whose boat had capsized on the lake where they were fishing! All 

students joined together in singing the closing song as Mrs. Mazzaferro’s selected 

group of students held up the words for all to see!  So much fun as we look forward 

to our summer reading! 

 

Third Grade 

Ethan Cutler 

Alynna Karpiej 

Abigail Watkins 

Alex Malone  

Nathan Andrus  

Ava Matschulat  

Taylor Rae 

Shane Gagne Lemay 

First Grade 

Carlos Morales 

Eva Hudson 

Colby Bryant 

Addison LaMarr 

Spencer Caffrey 

Emma Tanabe 

Trevor Phaneuf 

Lily Jahne 

Second Grade 

Katie Myjak 

Evangeline Hale  

Kyle Mansfield 

Jillian Millen 

Nick LaCasse 

Chloe Dorr 

Matthew Kraszewski 

Madelyn Nemergut 



 

 

Additional News: 

- Please join our staff in congratulating Mrs. Doreen Johnson as she was awarded the special distinction 

as Teacher of the Y ear for our school and district for the upcoming 2015 to 2016 school year!  Our dis-

trict is in its third year of awarding this recognition ~ Miss Rosemary Sweeney this year and Mrs. Barbara 

Colvin in 2013 to 2014. 

- We are proud to announce that the writing of our third grader, Arlo Bachelor, entitled “Dance!”, was 

chosen from more than eleven hundred entries to win Honorable Mention for the Connecticut Student 

Writers (CSW) Magazine through the University of Connecticut’s English Department! 

- Third grade teacher, language arts consultant, and paraprofessional search committees have been inter-

viewing candidates for open positions that will be announced upon the hiring of qualified candidates.    

- Parent/high school volunteers devote their time assisting us and our school community participates in 

PTO-sponsored fundraisers, including Basket Bash! This support allows the PTO to use funds for cultural 

arts events in school, fall and spring disbursements to teachers for “out of pocket” expenses, field trips, 

clothing for the Health Room, in addition to recognitions and celebrations.  As always, we are extremely 

grateful for this overwhelming generosity!  

- Congratulations to Abby Watkins on her accomplishment in becoming the first to 

complete all keyboarding levels in our school-wide Type to Learn program!   

- Congratulations to the first grade team for their grant award 

from the Connecticut State Department of Education Com-

mon Core Standards Grant. Their proposal included the de-

velopment of curriculum with supporting materials, sched-

ules, and parent outreach to review the curriculum work.  
- Congratulations to Mrs. Doreen Johnson, Mrs. Daphne Miller, Ms. Jessica 

Palmer, and Ms. Alison Akehurst for their grant award for professional development in technology and 

the purchase of iPads for students.  

- Remember to look through our LOST AND FOUND box in the foyer by the library/computer lab.  After 

the last day of school, the box of clothing will be brought to a donation box. 

- Please reserve April 8, 2016 to attend our school’s Arts for Learning Spring Showcase! We will host 

talented artists’ presentations and an event filled with incredible artistry and entertainment! 

- Join us in thanking the following staff as they enter into their retirement as each one will be greatly 

missed in school:  Mr. David Scata, Director of Pupil Personnel; Mrs. Pat Beaudry, kindergarten teacher; 

Mrs. Barbara Colvin, preschool teacher; Mrs. Nancy Denny, second grade paraprofessional. Please also 

join us in thanking Mary Henneberger and Karen Ventres for their many years of service as paraprofes-

sionals and Beth McLaughlin, Language Arts Consultant, for her work with us as a one-year long-term 

guest teacher. We will miss all of these staff members! 

As a result of district-wide needs and budget reallocation, Mr. Ventola’s position was eliminated. Alt-

hough he won’t be returning as our Assistant Principal in the fall, he will continue to work with us until 

June 19th! Please join our staff and students in thanking him for his good work, as we wish him contin-

ued success in his search for a new position. Our staff will be recognizing these staff members during  a 

PTO-sponsored Salem Valley Ice Cream gathering.   
 

 



 

 

As we celebrate our work together this year, we are extremely grateful for all the parent partnerships sup-

porting us in our work with the children. As a direct result of the close support we are provided daily in 

school, our students continue to thrive academically and socially. Additionally, behind the scenes, and 

amongst other needed parent supports, a dedicated kindergarten Lunch Bunch parent group was coordinat-

ed through Mrs. Kelli Little; Mrs. Christina Ricard regularly refills our classroom snack bins, Mrs. Stacey 

Harvey coordinates all our Cultural Arts events, and Mrs. Julie Bonilla creatively updates our Wall of 

Fame postings!  We have approximately 100 parent volunteers supporting our students and staff in school!  

 

On behalf of our staff and students, please accept our gratitude for all you have done to help us throughout 

this year’s “journey”. Our work is greatly enriched as a result of our close connections with parents/

guardians and our dedicated school volunteers.  Additionally, we greatly appreciate the generous PTO Bas-

ket Bash basket donations and other fundraisers which have allowed us to bring in artists to support student 

learning through PTO cultural arts performances. We especially thank our PTO Co-Presidents, Mrs. Tam-

my Spurgeon and Mrs. Jessica Aillon, and the PTO Executive Board, for all they do to support our work 

with students and their families.  

 

We greatly appreciate working in partnership with our families for the benefit our students. Again, on be-

half of our staff and students, thank you for your help and involvement as we work together, as a “village”, 

in educating our young students. Best wishes for relaxation and summer fun whenever possible! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note from the Nurse:  

Please remember to pick up all medica�ons and inhalers in the nurse's 

office by June 19th, 2015. 

Any not picked up will be discarded.  

Thank you. 



 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we conclude another 

fabulous school year, we 

would like to wish you all 

a safe, relaxing and enjoy-

able summer!!!  
The June edition of our News and Notes is coming home so you are aware that our newsletters this year 

have been posted to our website.  If you wish to continue having a copy of next year's newsletter come 

home with your child, please indicate below.  If we do not receive a response, we understand that you wish 

to view our newsletters online next year. Please return your Newsletter option before the close of school or 

during the first week of school in the fall.  

  

PLEASE CONTINUE TO SEND HOME THE NEWSLETTERS WITH MY CHILD UNTIL FURTHER 

NOTICE. 

  

  

_________________________________________________________________ 

PARENT'S NAME/STUDENT'S NAME/GRADE IN 2015/2016 

            

When our incoming first, second, and third graders return to school 

in the fall, they may return their Summer Math Fun and Summer 

Reading Challenge logs to school within the first week of school!   

We have earned $472.86 from Stop & Shop, $162.42 from Target and $2097.30 from Box Top. Thank you for registering with Stop & Shop and Tar-get and for your Box Top donations!! Thank you for your support! 



 

 

April/May/June Wall of Fame 

KindergartenKindergartenKindergartenKindergarten    
Reagan Bean 

Christopher Brining 

Katori Crosby 

Riley Crotty 

Madilyn Curtis 

Todd Daniel 

Lauren Drozd 

Matthew Dunn 

Beckett Feulner 

Avery Hendry 

Jonathon Howley 

Lucas Hurley 

Annabelle James 

Aaron Knapp 

Nathan Knapp 

Trent Larson 

Dennis Norenberg 

Elijah Pollock 

John Valley 

We congratulate the students listed above for their efforts in citizenship as recognized through our 

Wall of Fame program.  Monthly students are recognized, in kindergarten through third grade, for 

making positive gains and/or excelling in one or more of the following areas:  social/emotional, aca-

demic, effort, kindness to others, and respect/responsibility. 

Kelsey Sullivan 

Kayla Swartz 

Nicholas Tanguay 

Olivia Thiele 

Kobe Wyman 

Lauren Acquarulo 

Matthew Antone 

Kaelyn Cambi 

Adam Corrales 

Bernardo Corrales 

Aiden Deckelman 

Cameron Garrity 

Phoebe Henneberger 

Sydney Jandreau 

Dalton Lynn 

Lucas Morales 

Kira Rand 

Mia Schultz 

Ruby Werner-Corrales 



 

 

April/May/June Wall of Fame 

We congratulate the students listed above for their efforts in citizenship as recognized through our 

Wall of Fame program.  Monthly students are recognized, in kindergarten through third grade, for 

making positive gains and/or excelling in one or more of the following areas:  social/emotional, aca-

demic, effort, kindness to others, and respect/responsibility. 

First GradeFirst GradeFirst GradeFirst Grade    
Ben Bafumi 

Ryan Bencho 

Marcus Brown 

Connor Budzik 

Collin Campagna 

Sarah Carter 

Eddie Currier 

Brianna DeSiata 

Morgan Dimartino 

Lucus Fox 

Allison Gregory 

Joshua Gregory 

Nora Howley 

Madeline Humiston 

Anthony LaPila 

Leena Martel 

Aubrey O’Connor 

August Riccio 

Abby  Roach  

Kasper Rogers  

Gianna Royer  

Harrison Shoesmith  

Davion Smith  

Jacob Solovei 

Jonathan Turchi 

David Vanasse  

Alex Will  

Grady Barber 

Spencer Caffrey 

Max Davis 

Ives McDonald 

Lucas Farina  

Nathaniel Farina 

Charlotte Hedberg 

Magdelena Janecek 

Trevor Phaneuf 

Emma Tanabe 

Natasha Turner 

Renee-Louize Urban 

  



 

 

April/May/June Wall of Fame 

We congratulate the students listed above for their efforts in citizenship as recognized through our 

Wall of Fame program.  Monthly students are recognized, in kindergarten through third grade, for 

making positive gains and/or excelling in one or more of the following areas:  social/emotional, aca-

demic, effort, kindness to others, and respect/responsibility. 

Second GradeSecond GradeSecond GradeSecond Grade    
Kaylin Acquarulo 

Richard Aguilera  

Aaron Allen  

Danika Altergott 

   Sebastiano Bafumi 

Hannah Bonilla  

Elizabeth Daniel  

Henry Distefano 

Natalie Dorr 

Kallysta Farina  

Eden Freitas 

Breydon Grandmaison 

Kyle Mansfield  

Abigail Martin 

Christopher McClure 

Resa McQuarrie 

Jack Milano 

Cooper Mondelci 

Ava Pear 

Luke Piontkowski 

  

Ben Prince 

Daniel Rottino 

Autumn Smith 

Jonathan Smith 

   Evan Steflik 

Sebastian Stricker 

Rhath Tokarz 

Giovanni Torrealba 

Nicole Wang 

     Galaxy Weiss 

Evan Aillon  

Julie Anderson  

Logan DellaCamera 

Chloe Dorr 

Bridget Kennedy 

George Leonard 

Aurora Mager 

Madelyn Nemergut 

Ella Soucie 

Cameron Spurgeon 

Mason Staehly 



 

 

April/May/June Wall of Fame 

We congratulate the students listed above for their efforts in citizenship as recognized through our 

Wall of Fame program.  Monthly students are recognized, in kindergarten through third grade, for 

making positive gains and/or excelling in one or more of the following areas:  social/emotional, aca-

demic, effort, kindness to others, and respect/responsibility. 

Third GradeThird GradeThird GradeThird Grade    
Camdyn Bryant 

Woynitu Ciccarello 

Ethan Cutler 

Eloise Davis 

Joey Davis  

Daniel Delauro 

Maddie Delauro 

Jordan DellaCamera 

Olivia Doiron 

Tanner Francis 

Oscar Gelston 

Dominick Grunert 

Sadie Herold 

Julia Jacobs 

Nicholas Jeanetti 

Alynna Karpiej 

Faith Kucharski 

Coltin Little 

Christopher Lusignan 

Skyler Lynn 

Alex Malone 

Ava Matschulat 

Ziggy Matthews 

Zuleika Morales 

Kashan Nasir 

Morgan O’Connor 

Sarah Price 

Hunter Rafala  

Danny Roach  

Sydney Sioch 

Adam Taylor 

Chelsea Valli 

Sophie Wanderman 

Sawyer Wrann 

Susanna Zhang 

Nathan Andrus 

Gregory Banfield 

Izzy Fitzpatrick 

Alexis Gallardo 

Helena Gendreau 

Jack Havican 

Meigan Joslyn 


